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AUNE CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 
 

‘Conserving the Devonshire Avon from source to sea’ 

 

   

NEWSLETTER – February 2011 

Dear ACA member 

It’s been a while since my last newsletter, largely because anything of interest has been added to 
our website at www.auneconservation.org.uk.  However, we appreciate that in these busy times, 
many people expect to have news delivered to their doorstep or, anyway, their personal e-mailbox 
in a readily accessible form.  (You can arrange a direct RSS feed of news from the website to your 
own PC, of course - see the website for details).  So, if you think nothing has been happening behind 
the scenes within the ACA, read on! 
 
South Efford marsh 
Despite our well publicised, fundamental objections to this expensive scheme (to turn a freshwater 
grazing marsh into a salt marsh, down stream of Aveton Gifford), the project is being driven 
forward by the Environment Agency (EA) with the support of AG Parish Council and the outlines of 
an agreement to manage the marsh in the long term have been agreed with the Devon Wildlife 
Trust.   The ACA has successfully exerted some influence on reducing the original size of the project 
and we also have provided information on management of local sewage arrangements to minimise 
their possible effects on the marsh and the river.   It seems that the public will not have eventual 
unrestricted access to the marsh, for which some locals had hoped, but that seems compatible with 
the objective of developing a worthwhile wildlife refuge. We shall continue to monitor the project 
and its outcomes over the months and years ahead, making representations when necessary 
through the local Steering Group and to the EA. 
 
Bridge End – Aveton Gifford 
The ACA has been involved in on-going discussions with the Duchy of Cornwall and AG Parish 
Council about how best to clear up the Avon around Bridge End.   Some clarification of land 
ownership has been established and improvements have been agreed in mooring arrangements 
which should help navigation.  
 
Hendham View Farm 
The development of a very large, intensive cattle rearing farm near Moreleigh has raised numerous 
objections from a variety of quarters, mostly concerned with planning, access, visual impact, etc.   
Although the farm and its large buildings will have a very visible impact on its surroundings because 
of the elevated site (it has been compared in size to the Churchstow industrial park, for example), 
our own concerns mainly have been about the possible contamination of local watercourses – 
including the Avon – by animal waste washed out of the site.   No comprehensive environmental 
impact assessment had been carried out because of the way in which the long sequence of planning 
applications covering this development had been handled by SHDC under so-called ‘Delegated 
Powers’– despite the proximity to the South Devon AONB.   As soon as we became aware of the 
situation and had been shown the site by one of our members, we realised there was the potential 
for an environmental disaster unless the site was well designed and responsibly managed.  
Consequently, we lobbied the Environment Agency – over many months - to make a full assessment 
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of the project’s possible impact on local watercourses.   I have recently received a report stating 
that the EA now knows what’s there (!) and they will be liaising with the farmer in future.   Further, 
the report states ‘whilst this is a large scale operation with high stock turnover, the farm is well 
designed and poses a low risk of causing water pollution’.  Again, the ACA must remain vigilant in 
monitoring this huge factory farm. 
 
Water quality 
The ACA is not satisfied with the Environment Agency’s monitoring of river water quality.  My own 
recent analysis of the last 10 years’ data on the monitoring of organic pollution in the Avon by the 
EA highlights some serious shortcomings in procedure.   Certainly, the process is completely 
inadequate for the rapid detection of even large pollution incidents.  These concerns have been 
referred to the EA for consideration and we await their conclusions!   Partly in response to such 
concerns, together with the Avon Fishing Association, we hope to arrange some form of aquatic 
invertebrate sampling course - open to ACA & AFA  members -  to be run by the West Country 
Rivers Trust who are expert in these things.  Watch the website for details! 
 
On the related matter of chemical pollution, the EA has recently conceded that our examination of 
their results has shown up the need for further action to reduce the concentration of phosphates 
entering our river water to prevent eutrophication.  To this end - since its outset in 2006 - we have 
supported and actively promoted DEFRA’s Catchment Sensitive Farming Initiative around the Avon 
but we need to do more both regarding farm run-off and pollution from local domestic sources.   
Currently, we are attempting to engage South West Water’s environmental management team in a 
joint public awareness campaign about the need for everybody to think more carefully about how 
to dispose of water-bourne waste and pollutants, including phosphates (e.g. many detergents). 
 
Primary schools project 
At a recent committee meeting, we decided to finance a project within the Avon valley to 
encourage primary school children, and others, to develop a greater interest and involvement with 
the river.   Although still in embryonic form, we envisage this project offering the long term 
dividend of a greater appreciation of this precious local resource.  We have asked Maya Plass, an 
ACA member whom many of you will know, to prepare a project plan for us to consider, to include 
a series of after-school classes at the primary schools in Thurlestone, Aveton Gifford, Loddiswell 
and South Brent.  Maya ran a successful series of ACA-funded after-school classes at AG primary 
school last year and she has kindly agreed to fit this bigger project into her busy schedule.  If her 
preliminary approaches to the schools meet with an enthusiastic response, we plan to set up a 
competition in which the best project concerned with raising public awareness about the river will 
be assessed according to the following criteria:-  1) quality of investigation, 2) quality of 
presentation and content of the project report or diary, 3) quality of the message material 
produced, 4) perceived effectiveness of the message and media used (with thanks to Nigel 
Mortimer of the AONB for advice about this!).  There will be a small reward to the schools for taking 
part  (pond-dipping kit? – apart from the learning experience itself!) and a prize of some natural 
history guide books (or equivalent) to the winning school. 
 
Murray Rocks 
The matter of the disappearing marker on the Murrays has generated some interesting 
correspondence on our website with an unusual unanimity of support for re-instatement of some 
form of hazard warning  - despite a lack of interest by the responsible authority (Trinity House) in 
taking any action.   I am told that the original marker was erected by the beach lifeguards, for 
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obvious reasons, at a time when that function was run by SHDC.  However, since the lifeguard 
operation was taken over by the RNLI, the marker has been neglected and has now fallen into 
disrepair.  We are still pursuing this issue as an organisation but maybe those of you who make 
regular donations as members of the RNLI might consider making a personal representation! 
 
Invasive weeds 
Despite some strenuous volunteer effort over several days in different locations, we have made 
little headway against the invasion of Himalayan balsam throughout the catchment but thanks to 
numerous responses to our advisory leaflet, we now know just how widespread the problem is!  A 
glimpse at the catchment map on our website will give you a feeling  for the size of the challenge!  
As a result we have decided to focus on one or two areas where 1) the landowner is interested 2) 
the site is easily accessible and 3) the task has some prospect of success over time.  We know that, 
logically, we’d start weed clearance above South Brent and work steadily down-river  but our 
volunteer resources are no match for the task despite offers of free lunches, etc.  The other 
component of our effort is educational – to let people know that it is acceptable to pull up this 
attractive invader for the good of the river and its wildlife (see our leaflet on the website for more 
detailed information). 
 
Some dates for your diary:-  

1. Our next beach clean on Cockleridge will be 1100-1230 on Sunday 13th March. 
2. Our AGM will be in Bigbury Memorial Hall at 1930 on Wednesday 20th April. 
3. Some time this Spring, we hope to hold a 1-day willow weaving workshop, led by Don 

Gaskins, based around the willow beds at Duke’s Mill.   We have the generous offer of 
shelter within a nearby barn for the day and we envisage attendees bringing a packed lunch 
– details to be confirmed. 

4. We hope to hold another ram roast at Folly Hill Farm – possibly on Friday 29th July with a 
bring and share at table dining theme rather than the previous canteen arrangement – 
details to be confirmed. 

  
Finally, if you know of ACA members who do not have access to e-mail, could you share the 
contents of this Newsletter with them, please?   
 
If you have any ideas for future ACA activites, please let me or another committee member know. 
 
Stuart Watts (Chairman)  

  
PS you are welcome to contact me via our website at www.aca.aveton-gifford.co.uk, by e-mail at 
sdmw2@btopenworld.com or by phone on 01548 810373. 
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